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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 10 v 40 – 42
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Have a brainstorm on what the word ‘reward’ makes you think of.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· As this is only a very short passage, you might like to read from the first verse of the chapter – especially as it gives the full context.

· v 40  Think about what this meant for the disciples at the time.  What are the implications of what Jesus is saying?

· What do you think verse 41 means?  You may like to consult a commentary!

· v 42  Who are the ‘little ones’?  

As there are only 3 verses in this Lectionary text, this study gives more application questions than usual.  Choose which ones you want to answer or explore all of them! *

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. If God was/is in Jesus, and Jesus is in us, then God must be in us.  Discuss the implications of this for your daily life.
2. What ‘rewards’ are available to us as Christians?  Think widely.  Explore the extent to which we do things (Christian or otherwise) for a reward.  Can we attract others to the Christian faith by emphasising rewards to be gained do you think?

3. What reward do you think is meant by Jesus in verse 42?  Does this verse have relevance for us nowadays, or was it just something that applied at the time?

4. How does the talk of rewards in this passage square up with our belief that salvation is by faith and not by works?  There is an interesting article about faith and works to be found on the website www.gotquestions.org – type ‘Is salvation by faith alone?’ into their search box.
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
*Optional Exercise:

Michael Green in ‘The Message of Matthew’ (Bible Speaks Today series) says that the mission charge given to the disciples in Matthew 10 (i.e. the whole chapter) can be summarised by saying, ‘Disciples are called to see, to care, to pray, to receive, and to go.’ Not necessarily in that order, the writer thinks!  Spend a little time exploring which verses go with which of these instructions and decide whether you agree with him. If not, how would you summarise the chapter.                                                                                                                
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For use in connection with the gospel reading for the thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

Call to Worship

I will sing to the Lord because he has dealt bountifully with me. Psalm 13 v 6
Hymn StF 1 ‘All people that on earth do dwell’ by William Kethe (d 1594)

Opening Prayer

Loving and faithful God, I/we thank you for your love and many blessings; … I/we say sorry to you for my lack of gratitude and poor response; … I/we receive your forgiving mercy.

To think about

Before reading today’s set psalm, note this explanation from the internet:

Psalm 13 is one of the most famous individual psalms of lament in the Bible. 

It is a classic, archetypal example of how to honestly express grief, sorrow, or frustration to God.
Psalm set for today: Psalm 13  

Hymn StF 104 ‘God moves in a mysterious way’ by William Cowper (1731 – 1800)

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 10 v 40 – 42 
Reflection             

These three verses conclude chapter 10 – the second block of teaching in Matthew that has concentrated on giving instructions to the disciples.  These final words of instruction in the chapter return to the first verses (v 5 – 15), particularly verses 9 – 15 which talk about the reception the missionary disciples might receive. At first sight, they seem straightforward. Jesus is saying that all those who welcome them on their mission, all those who help and support them, will be treated as if they had welcomed, and helped, Jesus himself – they will receive their reward. However, commentators have often found these verses difficult. Surely, people are rewarded for their faith alone, not by their ‘works’.  Ephesians 2 v 8 – 9 is important here – ‘For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing: it is the gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast.’ However (again), the people who will be welcoming the disciples (whom Jesus calls ‘little ones’ because they will be very vulnerable) will presumably be people who do not yet know Jesus or the inauguration of the kingdom. Their ‘reward’ may well be the faith that does lead them to Jesus and thence to his Father. In any case, commentators who let these verses lead into a discussion of ‘faith v works’ are probably reading too much into them. Jesus is saying that any, or all, people who receive the disciples favourably will be blessed by God. Those who receive faith as a result will receive salvation as a gift, and this will result in more good works. Who would have thought that three verses could yield so much about the essentials of the Christian faith!

Hymn StF 611 ‘Brother, sister, let me serve you’ by Richard A M Gillard (b 1953) 
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 548 ‘Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine’ by Fanny Crosby (1820 – 1915)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE: MEDITATION based on Matthew 10 v 40 – 42 
A

Anyone who welcomes you 

B

welcomes me, 

A

and anyone who welcomes me 

B

welcomes the one who sent me. 
A

Whoever welcomes a prophet 

B

as a prophet 

A&B

will receive a prophet’s reward, 

A

and whoever welcomes a righteous person 

B

as a righteous person 

A&B

will receive a righteous person’s reward.  

A

And if anyone gives 

B

And if anyone gives

A

even a cup 

B

even a cup

A

of cold water to one of these little ones

B

who is my disciple, 

A

truly I tell you, 

B

that person 

A

will certainly not

A&B

lose their reward.




