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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 22 v 34 – 46
(For group use or adapted for individual use)

Icebreaker  (to warm up)

How many commandments can you think of in the Bible?  From both Old and New Testaments....

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Following three clear and hard-hitting parables (aimed at the religious leaders) on the Tuesday of Holy Week, there are three questions aimed at testing, and trapping, Jesus.  Look back to see what the first two questions were.

· This third question seems more genuine.  Discuss how it too was testing Jesus.  

· Find out, if you can, how many individual parts of the Law were counted by the Jewish rabbis.  They liked to discuss, and to distinguish, the differences between commandments of different ‘weights’.  The website www.jewfaq.org/halakhah.htm has the figure for the number of commandments the rabbis recognised – 3rd section down under the heading ‘Commandments from the Torah’.

· The first part of Jesus’ answer comes from Deuteronomy 6 v 5 – look this up to discover the original context.  The commandment is known in Judaism as the ‘Shema’ which is the first word in Deuteronomy 6 v 4: ‘Hear’.  Find out how often the Shema was, and/or is, recited by orthodox Jews.  The website mentioned above has the information at http://www.jewfaq.org/shemaref.htm .

· The second part of Jesus’ answer comes from Leviticus 19 v 18. Discuss what the impact is by putting the two parts together.  In what ways do they contain the whole of ‘the Law and the Prophets’ (in other words, the whole of the Jewish Scriptures – what we know as the Old Testament).

· The word used for ‘Love’ is the Greek word ‘Agapeo’.  Wikipedia has a good article on the different Greek words for Love and their meanings.

· You may like to compare Mark’s version in Mark 12 v 28 – 34: it gives a fuller picture.

· v 41  Jesus now asks his own difficult question and this shuts everyone up!  The quotation is from Psalm 110 v 1.  Put into your own words what Jesus is getting at.  What is he trying to prove?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Do the two commandments mentioned by Jesus sum up the whole of our Christian Faith?  Which is easier to obey?  

2.  What would you say to someone who asked: “Why was this Jesus, who made such a good response about loving God and loving others, hated so much by the Jewish leaders?  How did it lead them to have him crucified?”

3. What do verses 41 – 42 say about the standard religious view of the Messiah?  Is this relevant to us today, or is this a small section of the Bible that we can pass over?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  

 Jacqui A. Horton 2011

Sunday in the lectionary:  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. As the 

clocks have gone back today, the first hymn celebrates Christ as light…

Call to Worship

…the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness…

Luke 1 v 78b – 79a  (NRSVA)
Hymn StF 134 ‘Christ whose glory fills the skies’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayers

Look back on the Summer – the days of longer daylight hours – and give thanks for all the good things that you remember. Then offer to God the not so good and the things that you regret.

Old Testament Reading set for today: Deuteronomy 34 v 1 – 12

To think about

Reflect on this reading further.  What feelings do you have about what happens to Moses here?
Hymn StF 465 ‘Guide me, O thou great Jehovah’ by William Williams (1717 – 1791) transl.
Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 22 v 34 – 46
Hymn StF 439 ‘Abba, Father, let me be’ by Dave Bilborough (b 1965)

Reflection  (Angela Constantine, October 2020 during the ‘rules’ of the covid pandemic time)

God’s chosen servant, Moses, brought the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt to freedom. They were a tribe but God wanted them to be a nation in a new land, being an example to the nations around them. First, they had to learn God’s rules for life. Like children, God their Father would train them in His righteousness. He expected their obedience. What were you like as a child? Good at obediently doing as you were told? Israel were pretty good at complaining about God’s rules. What should have taken a few months took 40 Years! The most important guideline God gave them to live by was recorded in Deuteronomy 6 v 5, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and strength.” It’s interesting to note that in today’s gospel reading Jesus uses this very commandment to reply to the Pharisees when they tested him, yet adds “mind.” They used their own additional laws to oppress the people. They were only thinking about their own importance, not loving God and others. Jesus adds, “Love your neighbour as yourself! All the Law hangs on these two commandments.” If you love God, His love in you won’t harm your neighbour but care for them. This is God’s great love we share, made available through the greatest love of Jesus our Lord’s suffering at the Pharisees’ hands, hanging on a cross to die. His resurrection released God’s great, powerful love to us. Now we obediently activate His love in and through us to others. That’s why we have followed the covid rules and tried to serve all those who need an extra portion of “The Greatest Love”!

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 403 ‘God is love, his the care’ by Percy Dearmer (1867 – 1936) 
Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW 22 v 34 – 40  

Question and Answer (with liberties taken!) for 5 voices 

It is probably best if the person reading no. 1 stands a little apart from the others.

1

Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?

2

The greatest commandment is to love God

3

with all your heart    

(spoken deliberately)

4

with all your soul



ditto
5

with all your mind.



ditto

1

Oh – so…

2

AND 




(speaker interrupts the questioner)

3

the second – is to love

4

your neighbour

5

as yourself.

1

Well, do you mean…

2

THESE




(with emphasis, interrupting again)

3

are the greatest commandments

4

– they sum up

5

all the Law and the Prophets.

1

Thank you, but…

2

EVERYTHING



(with emphasis, interrupting again)

3

else

4

flows

5

from these two commandments.

1

Can you run through them again?

(cheekily)

2

Love God

3

with all your heart

4

with all your soul

5

and with all your mind.

2

Love your neighbour

3

as you

4

would love

5 

yourself.




End on a definite note (i.e. don’t tail off!)

