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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 4 v 12 – 23  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Go round the group with each person contributing a synonym of ‘fishing’ (of any sort!) until you run out of ideas.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· If you want to know the reasons for John being put in prison, look at Luke 3 v 19 – 20.

· v 12  Why might Jesus have gone back to Galilee (presumably from the area where John had been baptising) once John was imprisoned?  
· Look at a Bible map to locate Capernaum.  It is not mentioned in the Old Testament but was obviously a thriving town by the time of Jesus.  Jesus seems to have made a base there at Peter’s home: see Mark 1 v 21, 29; 2 v 1, 9 v 33.
· v 15 & 16  This quote from Isaiah 9 v 1 – 2 is one of 47 quotations that Matthew gives from the Old Testament.  Optional: look up the Old Testament verses in their context and explore whether Matthew is justified in using them in the way he does.
· v 17  Jesus’ message is the same as that of John – see chapter 3 v 2.
· The Sea of Galilee is 14 miles long and 6 miles wide.  How does this compare with British lakes that are known to you?
· If you would like to do a little research on fishing in biblical times, there are some good descriptions online. Search for ‘fishing in Galilee’ or ‘fishing in ancient Israel’.
· v 18 – 20  Judging by John 1 v 35 – 42 (last week’s set reading), this was not Simon and Andrew’s first meeting with Jesus.  What strikes you about these verses?
· v 21 – 22  What similarities and what differences are there between the call of the two sets of brothers?
· Summarise the ministry of Jesus in your own language using verse 23 as a basis.
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Make a list of all the things the two pairs of brothers were leaving when they went with Jesus.  What would your response be if Jesus came to your home or workplace and asked you to follow him then and there?  
2. With reference to verse 23, discuss to what extent the present day church continues Jesus’ ministry.  What improvements could there be?

3. If you have the time and inclination and you have read about the reasons for John’s imprisonment: think about how wise John was to speak out as he did.  Can you think of contemporary equivalents of this sort of bravery?  Would you do the same?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the third Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

To open your worship, read the Psalm set for today: Psalm 27 v 1, 4 – 9 

Hymn  StF 39 ‘Angel voices ever singing’ by Francis Pott (1832 – 1909)

Opening Prayer

Amazing God, we want to sing your praise with the angels,

Bountiful God, we want to thank you for your numerous blessings,

Merciful God, we want to say sorry for our many failings and limitations.

Loving God, we receive your forgiveness and offer ourselves and this worship.

‘You are my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

You are the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?’  (Ps 27 v 1)

Old Testament Reading set for today: Isaiah 9 v 1 – 4  

To think about

What strikes you today from the Old Testament reading?

Hymn  StF 175 ‘Light of the world’ by Tim Hughes

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 4 v 12 – 23 
Reflection
In today’s Gospel reading, Matthew again uses an Old Testament passage (that many scholars would say was out of context) to demonstrate to his Jewish audience that Jesus is the looked-for Messiah. Again, we must ask ourselves whether to worry about a quotation being taken out of context, or whether to simply accept it as God’s Word (through Isaiah) applicable to Jesus through the working of the Holy Spirit. Whatever our view, the quotation is a lovely one and sets the scene for the calling of the fishermen that follows. Had Jesus met the disciples before the event related? It is interesting to read the gospel passage for last week (John 1 v 29 – 42) alongside this one. Whether Simon and Andrew, James and John, had already met Jesus or not, their response here is an amazing one. ‘Immediately’, we are told, they left their nets, their boat, ‘and followed him’. What response might we make to this especially in the first month of the year?  To pray a prayer of commitment, you might like to use the Methodist Covenant Prayer or to use this one:

God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, and may the gifts of your Spirit equip us
to serve and worship you, now and always.  Amen.  
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Hymn  StF 250  ‘Jesus calls us o’er the tumult’ by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895)  OR

Use alternative words to this hymn tune provided in the ‘Extra’ section of the TWE website.

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 673 ‘Will you come and follow me?’ by John L Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (1958 – 2019)  
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue based on Matthew 4 v 12 – 23 
Read, or performed, in a light childlike voice if possible.

I was watching the boats and the fishermen by the lake.

I’d been asked to take a message to my father…

…but he was far out on the water and I had had to wait…  

I saw a teacher man walking along – I’d seen him before.

I’d heard someone call him Jesus.

I was watching the man, he was looking around, then he came over to me!

“Hello”, he said.

“Hello”, I said back.

“What’s your name young man/lady?”  (depending on the reader/performer)

“Samuel, but they call me Sam”  OR  “Joanna, but they call me Jo”.

Well, Jo (Sam), can you show me where Andrew and Simon, the fishermen, are?

I knew where they would be so I said “Yes, come with me” and set off along the beach.

Out of the corner of my eye I saw my father’s boat turning for shore but I kept going.

The teacher was behind me trying to keep up! 

We came in sight of Simon’s boat – not too far from the beach – and I called out,

“Simon!  Andrew!”

“Hello there,” they replied, then turned back to the net they were about to throw…

…but suddenly Andrew spotted Jesus.

His eyes lit up and he grabbed his brother’s arm,

“Young Jo (Sam) has Jesus with her (him)”.

Simon immediately jumped out of the boat and almost ran to the teacher.  

I could tell he liked him.

Jesus spoke to them like he meant it, like my mother speaks to me sometimes:

“Andrew, Simon, I want you to come with me…

…follow me and you will be catching people instead of fish.

And they did what they were told!

They pulled the boat onto the beach, stacked the nets away and started to go with Jesus.

Then one of them (I can’t remember which) thought of something…

“Jesus…  can our friends John and James come along too?”

James and John were nearby and had been watching and listening.

Jesus looked at them and smiled.

“Come on”, he said.  

And then, the five of them were setting off down the beach.

Zebedee suddenly woke up to what was happening to his sons.

“Hey!”, he shouted.

They didn’t seem to hear him…

But, Jesus did turn back.

He turned back to speak to me!

“Thank you Jo (Sam)”, he said.  “Thank you.”

As he smiled at me I felt very warm deep inside.

And I knew that everything was going to be all right.
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN to the tune St Catherine (StF no. 250 ‘Jesus calls us o’er the tumult’)

Jesus called his first disciples
on the shores of Galilee.

Why these ordinary men were chosen
is not known nor e’er will be.

But the twelve were faithful learners
as they heard tales Jesus told;
as he fed the hungry people,
bringing outcasts to the fold.

Healings were a common matter,
dealings with the storms of life;
still his friends were faithful foll’wers – 
into conflict, into strife.

Though they ran when finally threatened,
they stayed close, kept each bond tight;
came to terms with resurrection,
filled with hope, and Jesu’s light.

Pentecost rewarded waiting
when the Spirit came in power.

Set on fire – those first disciples,
rightly chosen for that hour.
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