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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 10 v 24 – 39  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What does the word ‘peace’ mean to you?  Brainstorm ideas and associations.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· The context of these verses is important.  Look back at verses 1 – 5 to see whom Jesus is speaking to.  You may like to read the whole of the chapter up until verse 24.

· v 26 – who is the ‘them’ in the first sentence? How does this sentence relate to verses 24 & 25?

· v 26 – 31  – how would you sum up the content of these verses?

· v 34 – look up references to God giving peace: Isaiah 9 v 6, Luke 2 v 14, John 14 v 27.  

How should we reconcile these texts with the verse here?  If you need help, read the quote given below.

· v 35 & 36 – this is a quote from Micah 7 v 6 if you want to look this up.

· v 38 – this is the first mention of the cross in Matthew’s Gospel.  What is the essential thing

that Jesus is saying in verses 38 and 39?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. The phrase ‘Do not be afraid’ occurs here 3 times.  What strategies do we personally employ to conquer fear, and do these verses help?

2. What sort of peace do we want for ourselves?  Does it include an allowance for conflict?*

3. Our society talks a lot about finding meaning, identity and purpose for ourselves.  How, in practice, do we lose our lives for Jesus in order to find them again?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Optional further questions:

Is it OK to have any sort of secret?

A mother of 3 daughters told her minister that she was unable to say the commitment prayer in the Covenant service because she couldn’t say she loved God more than her husband or children.  How might the minister have replied?

Optional further suggestion:

* Write a prayer that asks for peace in the light of this passage.

From ‘NIV Study Bible notes:

“It is true that Christ came to bring peace – peace between the believer and God, and peace among people.  Yet the inevitable result of Christ’s coming is conflict – between Christ and the anti-Christ, between light and darkness, between Christ’s children and the devil’s children.  This conflict can occur even between members of the same family.”
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

Call to Worship

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures for ever. Psalm 136 v 1
Hymn StF 100 ‘All things bright and beautiful’ by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895)

Opening Prayer

Add to Cecil Alexander’s list (a Bishop’s wife from the C19th using hymns to teach in the Sunday School) with your own list of blessings. Then say sorry for the times you forget to say thank-you.

Epistle Reading set for today: Romans 6 v 1b – 11  

To think about

Take a sneak preview at the end of the gospel reading v 38 – 39.  How does what Paul say to the Romans relate to what Jesus says to his disciples about losing and finding life, do you think?

Hymn  StF 303 ‘I know that my Redeemer lives’ by Samuel Medley (1738 – 1799) 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 10 v 24 – 39 

(The instructions of Jesus to the Twelve, as he sends them out on mission, continue from last week).
Reflection (Avril Temple, June 2023)
Today’s reading from Matthew is both disturbing and comforting.  In it, Jesus tells the disciples three times ‘don’t be afraid’, the most repeated commandment in the Bible.  He had warned them previously that the authorities would be after them, that they would suffer physically, and now he tells them that if they identify with him, they will be called terrible names, but not to be afraid. The time is coming when everything will be revealed, and secrets made known.  Jesus is thinking of the time when people will realise that the disciples have followed the Messiah, the true light of the world.  What does he expect from today’s disciples – us? We need to tell out loud what we know of him, what we have learned through prayer, study, worship and our own personal experiences; getting along with those we meet, supporting worthy causes, showing compassion and understanding. Jesus also spoke of persecution. We know that for many hundreds of believers over the world that this is true, but do we see this as a part of our discipleship? At times we can feel anxious, worried about situations in the world, about our family and friends. In this reading Jesus gives us a most detailed promise about the love and care that God has for us, down to the hairs on our head.

Does this reading give us pause for thought about our own faith? Are we being all God wants us to be? We may be busy doing many good things, but in our busyness shutting out that still small voice of God. Do we need to take a different path? Do we need to rethink our priorities?  May we feel God’s guiding hand and His presence near as we seek to become the people he wants us to be.

Hymn StF 546 Behold the servant of the Lord’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

StF 673  ‘Will you come and follow me?’ by John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW 10 v 34 – 39

Thoughts on a difficult passage
This passage is a difficult one because it does not sit easily with our understanding of the Christian religion as one in which we are called to love one another, believe in the Prince of Peace, and find fulfilment and deep joy in life. 

There are three main points to be made to help us here:

1. The Rabbi’s exaggerated language

“Hyperbole (exaggeration, guzma or havai in Hebrew) is a common and accepted literary device in Rabbinic teaching, used to make moral or theological points vivid, memorable, and serious.”

Internet 

Jesus was teaching his disciples in the manner of Jewish rabbis (especially in Matthew chapter 10 – the second block of teaching in the gospel) and he uses hyperbole and exaggerated language to make his points. The language was not meant to be taken literally and the listeners generally knew, and understood that (although, famously, the Pharisee Nicodemus misunderstands Jesus when he talks hyperbolically about ‘being born again’ but, perhaps this was deliberate misunderstanding). 

2. Some things remain a mystery

Some parts of the Bible (including the teaching of Jesus) will always be a bit of a mystery. Whilst trying to understand them as best we can, ultimately, we must leave them in a box labelled ‘To await full understanding’ believing that, in heaven, all will be revealed and made clear.

3. What are the main points to be taken from this passage?

Having done our best to understand the language in the context of the time, having then put the things that we still do not understand in our personal ‘Mystery’ box, then the most important task remains, which is to discern the essential points that Jesus is making. In the passage under consideration, the points might be said to be:

v 34 – 36 

Rather than a call to arms, these verses describe (metaphorically) what his message is likely to result in i.e. division and hostility within families and communities. Where the message of the gospel is truly preached, there will be acceptance from some and opposition from others.

v 37 – 38 

Commitment to Jesus is absolute, involving the high cost of loving him more than family and friends. This will mean, metaphorically, taking up a cross i.e. the ultimate sacrifice of submitting everything to the overall commitment to Jesus and his mission.

v 39

The above is what is meant by ‘losing life’ for the sake of Jesus, but the paradox is that, for true Christian disciples, the result will be that they find abundant and joyful life.

