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BIBLE STUDY on John 3 v 1 – 17   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Go round the group sharing thoughts that come into your head when you hear the phrase ‘being born again’.  How many different things do you come up with?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· If members of the group are unsure about the nature of the Sanhedrin or about what it meant to be a Pharisee, then some research could be conducted. The Jewish Virtual Library website has articles on both. 
· Why do you think Nicodemus chose the night-time for seeing Jesus?

· v 2  Do you think Nicodemus is being sincere here?

· v 3  And does Jesus’ reply to him answer the question?

· v 4  Is Nicodemus being deliberately stupid do you think?  
Or is he genuinely confused?

· Have a go at summarising what Jesus is saying in verses 5 – 8.

· Who do you think the ‘we’ is in verse 11?

· If you are interested in the use of the term ‘Son of Man’ – there is a lengthy article on Wikipedia which covers ancient and Old Testament use as well as the use of the phrase in the gospels.

· The story of Moses and the snake is in Numbers 21. Jesus is referring to verses 8 – 9.

· As John 3 v 16 is such a familiar verse, try writing it out in your own words.
Optional exercise:  Draft a script for a contemporary drama or sketch based on this encounter.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Discuss what you would say to someone who asks how they can be born again.  Would you refer to this passage?  

2. Look again at the conversation and explore what we can learn from Nicodemus.  
You may like to look up the other references to this Pharisee in John 7 v 45 – 51 and John 19 v 39 – 42.

3. With reference to verses 15 and 16, what do you think Jesus meant by ‘eternal life’?  How important to you is this ‘reward’ of the Christian faith?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Second Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the second Sunday in Lent.  

Call to Worship

‘Jesus, Saviour of the world, come to us in your mercy: we look to you to save and help us.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  StF 17 ‘With gladness we worship’ by George Rawson (1807 – 1889)

Opening Prayer 

Offer to God your morning praise and thanksgiving, your Sunday recollection and confession.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 121  

To think about
If you have the time, take each verse of the psalm and re-phrase it in different words – in other words, produce a paraphrase of your own. 

Gospel Reading set for today: John 3 v 1 – 17 
Hymn  StF 338 ‘There is a Redeemer by Melody and Keith Green (b 1946 and 1953 – 1982) 
To think about

What is your opinion of Nicodemus?  To what extent did he want to be a genuine follower of Jesus?  It may help to look at John 7 v 45 – 52 and John 19 v 38 – 42.

Reflection

This year, the gospel readings for the four central Sundays of Lent all come from John’s Gospel and contain major encounters Jesus had with individuals. The first of them was Nicodemus, a Pharisee who comes secretly by night to speak with Jesus. Their conversation includes (arguably) the best-known verse in the Bible (v 16) and one of the most thought-provoking (v 3). Taking the latter for this short reflection, we remember that John the Baptist spoke of baptising with water, but that the one who followed him would baptise with the Holy Spirit (Matt 3 v 11,  see also Acts 1 v 5). John called people to repentance, wanting a response as an act of will; Jesus called people to receive his spirit, wanting an act of surrender to God. This was such a big transformative change that Jesus called it ‘being born again.’ What is the challenge of this, for us, today?

Hymn  StF 382 ‘Holy Spirit, come, confirm us’ by Brian Foley (1919 – 2000) – 

the tune is StF 341 ‘All for Jesus’ OR MP 790 ‘You are the King of glory’ by Mavis Ford (©1978)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent

Spirit-filled God, who blew the mind of Nicodemus and caused him emotional conflict with his role as a Pharisee: enable us to be born again by receiving your Holy Spirit, blowing through our lives; that we may live for you rather than for ourselves, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 397 ‘The Spirit lives to set us free’ by Damian Lundy (1944 – 1996)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue based on John 3 v 1 – 17 
OK, so I did go and see the Teacher Jesus secretly when it was dark.

In the dark – of course I did!
If the other Pharisees had known that I was doing such a thing…

they’d have killed me!  

Well – they wouldn’t have been very pleased, anyway.

But, I had to know for myself…

I had to know… I had to know where Jesus got his, his authority from.

His teaching is so direct, so interesting, so intriguing…

It leaves one wanting more, wanting (pause) God more – in a strange sort of way.

Of course, the others don’t think like this, but then…

…but then, their minds are closed and always have been.  Most of them.

I have always felt a bit of an outsider, an insider yet an outsider, an outsider yet an insider.

When Jesus asked what brought me to him, I said that I knew that he was from God.

I didn’t realise that I thought that until I said it!  

But, when I said it, I knew that it was probably true.

Jesus told me I had to be born again if I wanted to enter the Kingdom of God. 

Born again?  

My head was beginning to get a bit befuddled, I was tired and I was scared, 

I didn’t understand everything Jesus said.

All I could say was, “How can a person enter into their mother’s womb a second time?”

It sounds stupid now…

He told me that we need to be born of both water and spirit, 

He told he that the wind of the spirit blows where it pleases,

He told me that I should understand these things!

He said a lot more things, and I listened in a daze.

I heard him say that God had sent his Son into the world because he loved the world,

And I thought to myself, ‘I want that to be true!’

Pause  

yes, I want that to be true.
If this Jesus is God’s Son then I want to follow him…

But how can I?  

I would be ridiculed,
I might be threatened,

I would have to give up everything…

Pause
I can wait and see what happens of course.

I can wait, and hope, and wait, and hope.

There will be waiting, but will there be hope?

And where will the spirit blow?
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