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BIBLE STUDY on John 1 v 29 – 42 
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Think of examples of people who end up being called a name because it describes them in some way.  Either people you know, or well known people, or historical personalities.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Read verses 19 – 28 to see what happened the day before this day.

· Jesus is described as the ‘Lamb of God’ twice in this passage, but the phrase is not used anywhere else in the Bible.  What connotations does it have, and why do you think John thought of Jesus in this way?  When you have discussed this you may like to look up: Genesis 22 v 8, Exodus 12 v 21, Isaiah 53 v 7, Jeremiah 11 v 19.  It is interesting that there are the theologies of two Johns going on here – John the Baptist who is reported as speaking the words, and John the author who thinks they are significant!
· v 31 may mean that John hadn’t met Jesus before or it may mean that he hadn’t known Jesus was the Messiah.  Do you have any thoughts?
· What strikes you about verses 32 – 34?
· Relate verse 34 to two other verses in John’s Gospel: 3 v 16 and 20 v 31.
· We know that one of the disciples mentioned in v 37 was Andrew (v 40), but who might the other have been?
· v 39 The tenth hour was 4pm.
· If you had to complete the sentences “ Andrew must have been...”  and “Simon must have been...” about verses 40 – 42, what would you say?
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Discuss whether it was hard for John the Baptist to hand over his ministry, his disciples and his importance to Jesus?  Share experiences of having to hand something over in this way.  What can we learn from John?
2. What can we learn about evangelism and mission from the second part of this passage?

3. Think about what name you would like to be called if you could choose another one for yourselves.  Go round the group a second time and see if group members can choose a name with Christian significance for each other.  How important are names?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the second Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

To open your worship today, read Revelation 5 v 11 – 14 (the first hymn is based on this passage)

Hymn  StF 743 ‘Come, let us join our cheerful songs’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

Opening Prayer

Use the hymn again, this time reading it slowly and reflectively, and allow it to express your heartfelt praise for Jesus, the Lamb of God.

Old Testament Reading set for today: Isaiah 49 v 1 – 7  

To think about

There is scholarly debate about whether the whole of this passage is a prophecy about the Messiah i.e. Jesus (and the name ‘Israel’ in v 3 is used as an epithet for the coming representative of Israel – it means ‘governed by God’) OR whether it is partly about Israel, partly about the coming Servant or Messiah, and partly about Isaiah (the writer). Does it matter?  What do these seven verses say to you?

Hymn  StF 504 ‘May the mind of Christ my Saviour’ by Katie Barclay Wilkinson (1859 – 1928)

Gospel Reading set for today: John 1 v 29 – 42 
Reflection (Jen Woodfin, Central Norfolk Circuit 2023)
When I was in ministry in Hampshire, I got to know a young man who was a shepherd. Alongside his work he was also completing some qualifications at a nearby agricultural college. One of his tasks as part of the course was to knit a jumper ‘from scratch’. So, he reared the lambs. As the lambs got older, he learnt how to shear them. He then acquired a small loom and learnt how to make the fleece into yarn and then turn it into lengths of wool sufficient to use in knitting. Finally, he knitted up the jumper. It was a huge commitment over a long period of time.  I was fortunate to be able to go to the college and see the newly born lambs. They were so small and vulnerable at the birth but quickly became independent and looked so pristine, so white, and so pure.  In the gospel reading for today, John the Baptist saw Jesus and called him ‘the Lamb of God’. It was as though he was referring both to the past – that of Israelites sacrificing lambs, and to the future – that of Jesus being the sacrifice for all of us. John would probably not have known what Jesus’s ministry, life and death would become, but he did know Jesus was the promised Messiah, who, like lambs, had ‘no blemish or defect’ (cf 1 Peter 1:18-20). The theme of the Lamb runs through the whole Bible.  The young shepherd I knew had to learn and develop his understanding of the possibilities connected to the lambs he reared. We, too, have to continually learn and develop our understanding of what the Lamb of God means to us in our lives now.  
Hymn  StF 556  ‘Just as I am, without one plea’ by Charlotte Elliott (1789 – 1871)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our communities…  for our families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 662  ‘Have you heard God’s voice’ by Jacqueline G Jones 
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.


EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN to the tune St Catherine (StF no. 250 ‘Jesus calls us o’er the tumult’)

Jesus called his first disciples
on the shores of Galilee.

Why these ordinary men were chosen
is not known nor e’er will be.
But the twelve were faithful learners
as they heard tales Jesus told;
as he fed the hungry people,
bringing outcasts to the fold.

Healings were a common matter,
dealings with the storms of life;
still his friends were faithful foll’wers – 
into conflict, into strife.

Though they ran when finally threatened,
they stayed close, kept each bond tight;
came to terms with resurrection,
filled with hope, and Jesu’s light.

Pentecost rewarded waiting
when the Spirit came in power.

Set on fire – those first disciples,
rightly chosen for that hour.
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