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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 9 v 35 – 10 v 8  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

See how many of the twelve disciples you can name. Perhaps do this as individuals first and then combine in pairs or threes.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· v 35 – Jesus has been in Capernaum (look back in chapter 9 to see what he had been doing) but now goes on a tour of towns and villages in the area. Consult Mark 1 v 1 to see if it throws further light on the nature of the ‘good news’ Jesus was bringing.
· v 36 – The gospel writers often show Jesus having compassion; other examples can be found in Matt. 14 v 4, 20 v 34, Mk 1 v 41, 6 v 34, 8 v 2. Similarly, sheep and shepherds provide similes throughout the Bible. An OT example is Ezekiel 34 v 5 and its context.
· v 37 & 38 – The imagery switches to that of fields needing workers to harvest them. Bring to mind in your imagination actual fields and the need for workers followed by actual people and the need for evangelists, prophets, pastors and teachers. 
· 10 v 1 – 4  – The training period has ended, and the disciples are appointed and sent out. How important is this in the story, do you think?
You may want to look up notes on the names and backgrounds of the different men.
The use of the word ‘apostle’ in v 2 is the only occurrence in Matthew’s book. 
· v 5 – Was the prohibition of travel among Gentiles or Samaritans for the disciples’ own benefit and protection, or due to the essential nature of Jesus’ ministry?
· v 7 – Matthew mentions the ‘kingdom of heaven’ 33 times, whereas the other gospel writers never use this term. How does it differ from Mark and Luke’s term ‘kingdom of God’?
· v 8 – This is a big list of tasks!  How might the disciples have felt on receiving them? 

· The instructions continue until the end of chapter 10, you may want to read the remaining verses to get the fullest picture of what was being said to the twelve. 
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. Of what does the harvest in contemporary society consist?  Should each of us be involved in being workers in the field OR is this a job for those with a specialised calling only?
2. How does the training, appointment, and sending out, of the twelve disciples compare with what happens today?  For those in formal ministry?  For ‘ordinary’ Christians?
3. How much of verses 7 and 8 is relevant for us in the churches today?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.
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Call to Worship

Read the Psalm set for today: Psalm 100
Hymn StF 82 ‘O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder’ by Stuart K Hine (1899 – 1989)

Opening Prayer

Spend time with your own praise of God and let it lead into a time of confession.

Epistle Reading set for today: Romans 5 v 1 – 8  

To think about

Look at the sequence in verses 3 – 5 of suffering, endurance, character and hope (NRVSA). If you can, read the same verses in other versions (on the internet or in hard copy) including the King James and The Message versions, if available. To conclude, make a list of your own four words that make sense of the sequence in your own life.

Now read verse 8 of the Romans passage before singing the next hymn:

Hymn StF 436 ‘What shall I do my God to love’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) OR

Hymn StF 427 ‘I’m accepted, I’m forgiven’ by Rob Hayward

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 9 v 35 – 10 v 8  [9 v 27 – 34 continues from last week]
Reflection

The three paragraphs (headed in the NRSVA as ‘The Harvest is Great, the Labourers Few’, ‘The Twelve Apostles’, and ‘The Mission of the Twelve’) in the Gospel reading could be said to form a sequence like the one in Romans 5. The Task leads to the Agents who will carry it out, which leads to their Mission – which is summarised in verse 7: “Proclaim the good news, ‘the Kingdom of Heaven has come near’”. Verses 8 – 18 contain follow up instructions as to how to carry the mission out, and the instructions continue until the end of the chapter. You may like to look at chapter 11 v 1 which says what Jesus did after appointing and sending out his twelve disciples. 

Returning to the Task, the Agents and their Mission, we might ask what should come next? Coming next in a sequence might be the continuing mission for disciples today: The Mission Continues. Going beyond today’s reading, one might pick out a few of the instructions given to the twelve disciples in chapter 10: “Find out who is worthy and stay there” (v 11), “If anyone will not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet” (v 14), “Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (v 16), “Do not worry about how you will speak or what you will say” (v 19), “Do not be afraid” (v 31), “Those who lose their life for my sake will find it” (v 39).  Perhaps choose one of these to take with you in today as you reflect on your own mission in your own context. It will be very different from that of 1st century Palestine but no less important!

Hymn StF 239 ‘Sent by the Lord am I’ by José Aguiar 
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 418 ‘We have a gospel to proclaim’ by Edward Burns (b 1938)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW 9 v 35 – 10 v 8

Alternative/Additional Reflection for Worship Sheet by Jen Woodfin 
The heading for the last few verses of Matthew chapter 9 is ‘The Harvest is great, the labourers few’(NRSV). Of course, my first thought was that that seemed a very familiar cry today.  

Jesus did not limit his travelling to the cities where, perhaps, he would have had the opportunity to make the biggest impact to the most people. He visited villages in remote areas with just a few people. He wasn’t just interested in teaching the ‘great and the good’ but to everyone, wherever they lived, in their own synagogues and with whatever status they had in society.  Jesus healed many people of physical illnesses but it was the crowds’ mental and spiritual welfare that caused him to have compassion for them. He realised that there was a great need for people to have spiritual instruction and encouragement and yet, it seemed, there were few people to give it. So, the disciples are exhorted to pray for people to do so. In the following chapter the disciples are given the authority to heal the sick and send out demons. The answer to prayer starts with themselves.

So, what can we learn from this passage? We need to search out the lost, those who are more remote in their place in society. Everyone has a need for spiritual encouragement. We could look around and think there aren’t enough people to offer that, that there aren’t enough labourers. But the Holy Spirit is here to help us. No, we may not be able to travel anymore, we may not be able to stand up and preach. But we can live our lives in a way that shows Jesus’s compassion and love. We can pray, we can be open about our faith and tell people what it means to us. 

In these ways, however small, we can be labourers in the name of Jesus. 
Deacon Jen Woodfin (written for the Central Norfolk Circuit in 2023)


