[image: image1.png]1 think.
180 worship.
J extira.



BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 3 v 13 – 17
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What do you think happens when a person is baptised?
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· To begin this study, you may like to look at the parallel accounts in Mark 1 v 9 – 11, Luke 3 v 21 – 22 and John 1 v 31 – 34.   Look back to verses 1 – 3 for the context here in Matthew.  Consult a map to see the relative positions of Galilee and the area east of the Jordan where John was baptising (John 1 v 28 gives the location). Did Jesus travel from Nazareth, do you think?

· Try to imagine what it was like for John to be approached by Jesus for baptism.  What descriptive words come to mind?
· Think of the reasons why it was necessary for Jesus to be baptised.  Four reasons are given in the NIV Study Bible – try and think what these might be.
· v 16 – 17 Note that all persons of the Trinity (Father, Son and Spirit) are present here. You may like to reflect on whether the Spirit was at work in Jesus before this point or whether he only received God’s power here. 
· v 17 See Psalm 2 v 7 and Isaiah 42 v 1.  Discuss to what extent Jesus received the three basic human needs for acceptance, significance and affirmation.  
· What impact might have been made by this event on onlookers?*
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Can you think of contemporary equivalents of someone who has to give way to someone else?  What might John have been tempted to do or to say?  How do you cope when work you have started is continued by someone else or when someone more gifted than you comes along?
2. How important is Baptism in the life of a Christian?

3. Explore the sources of acceptance, significance and affirmation that are available to people in the group.  How can the church help people feel accepted, significant and affirmed?

*Optional exercise: Imagine a conversation between a follower of John and a friend of Jesus who has travelled down from Galilee with him.  Try writing some dialogue or you may have a couple of brave people who would try it as a role play or mini drama.
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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HOME WORSHIP:  First Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the first Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

Hymn  StF 83 ‘Praise my soul, the King of heaven’ by Henry Francis Lyte (1793 – 1847)

Opening Prayer

We praise you God for your power, majesty, might and glory.

We thank you God for your immense love for me/us that we have seen in Jesus.

We are sorry that we leave you out of the centre of our lives, please forgive us.

We thank you that we have a new start in you and with you; we ask for the help of your Holy Spirit as we embark on another week, praying that we will become the people that you want us to be.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 29 

Hymn  StF 104 ‘God moves in a mysterious way’ by William Cowper (1731 – 1800)

Old Testament Reading set for today: Isaiah 42 v 1 – 9  
To think about

Read verse 1 of the Isaiah passage again adding the word ‘Jesus’ after the word ‘servant’.  

What difference does this make to your understanding of the passage and to your reaction to it?

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 3 v 13 – 17 
To think about

You may like to look up possible locations for John’s baptisms in the Jordan and the distance Jesus may have travelled from Nazareth. What does this short passage tell us about Jesus?

Reflection
If you have travelled with Matthew through Advent then you will know that the Revised Common Lectionary draws on John the Baptist twice through Advent. On the 2nd Sunday in Advent the focus is on John’s fulfilment of an Old Testament prophecy and on the 3rd Sunday the focus is on John himself. Here, at the beginning of Ordinary Time in year A (the Matthew year) the focus is on Jesus and on the beginning of his ministry.  What do we learn about Jesus from these few verses?  We learn that he travels a distance to be baptised by his cousin and that he views this event as necessary ‘to fulfil all righteousness’ i.e. to do everything properly! Other reasons for Jesus’ baptism include his desire to identify humbly with humanity as well as to be a model for his followers.  We also learn that Jesus really is God’s Son, that God loves him and is very pleased with him. Wow! This passage really packs a punch and gets the ministry of Jesus (and our new year of worship) off to a powerful start. What is your response to this this morning? Spend a few moments in quiet reflection and listen to anything that God might be saying to you personally.

Hymn  StF 233  ‘When Jesus came to Jordan’ by Fred Pratt Green (1903 – 2000)

This hymn can be sung to the traditional tune of ‘O Jesus I have promised’ OR ‘In heavenly love abiding’

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our communities…  for our families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 356  ‘Jesus shall take the highest honour’ by Christopher Bowater (b 1947)  OR
StF 330 ‘Joy to the World’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW 3 v 13 – 17  

EXERCISE for groups or individuals
In a group, divide into two groups with one group focussing on John the Baptist and one group focussing on Jesus.

Think about how what is going on for your character (John or Jesus), what they are thinking, what they are feeling.  

Come back together as a larger group and share your findings.  [If there is a willing person in each group, a short role play could take placed between one person being John and one person being Jesus.]
Then discuss/think about anything that has been learned from this exercise.
If you are on your own, think through John first and then go through the same process with Jesus.

Then discuss/think about anything that has been learned from this exercise 
If you are using this in worship, split the congregation in two and, after getting them to think for a moment or two, ask one side for thoughts about what was going on for John and then the other side, about what was going on for Jesus.
Perhaps conclude with listening to the reading being read again.


